
• Consists of Air Cargo Component and 

Off-site Component

• Air Cargo Center Component includes 

gateway air freight cargo center, 

including taxilane/taxiway and parking 
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Airport under the jurisdiction of March 

Air Reserve Base

• Off-site Component includes axiway

and other infrastructure improvements 

within March Air Reserve Base

• Small southern encroachment on Site 7 

for expansion of an existing road
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• History of the Project Site
• Project Objectives
• Project Construction
• Project Operations
• Project Benefits for March Air Reserve Base 
• Overview of the Draft EIR and CEQA Process.
• Project Noise
• Project Air Quality 

COMMUNITY MEETING OVERVIEW



MJPA-MARB JOINT USE AGREEMENT

Originally entered into with the Air Force on 5/7/97; last amended 3/19/14

▪ Created in response to BRAC

▪ Allow Civilian Operations at March ARB

▪ Limits Civil Aircraft Operations to 21,000 annually

▪ Military aircraft operating at MARB shall have priority over civil aircraft 
operations

▪ Civil Aircraft on official government business do not count towards the 21,000 
annual operations

▪ Defines Cost Sharing Payments to MARB

▪ Flight schools are prohibited



MARCH INLAND PORT AIRPORT AUTHORITY
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AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN 



MILITARY DEPARTURE/ARRIVAL FLIGHT TRACKS



CIVILIAN: SKYES FOUR 
DEPARTURE



CIVILIAN: SKYES FOUR DEPARTURE



HISTORY OF THE 
PROJECT SITE
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• More fully utilize the operations capacity of the MIP Airport to meet 
federal requirements for civilian operations at March.

• Meet FAA designation for March (KRIV) under the National Plan of 
Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) by helping relieve congestion at 
commercial service airports for improved air cargo services and general 
aviation access for the overall community. 

• Comply with parameters of the March ARB/Inland Port Airport 
Compatibility Plan and Joint Use Agreement.

• Avoid impacts to the remediation of the burn areas within Site 7.

• Improve access to the existing taxiways for airport users.

• Provide mission support to the March Air Reserve Base through 
infrastructure and workforce enhancements for the Base. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES
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PROJECT CONSTRUCTION

• 180,800 square foot cargo building
• 9 grade-level loading doors
• 31 truck dock positions
• 4 north-side aircraft parking gates
• 3 west-side aircraft parking gates

• Expansion of Taxiway G
• New Taxiway J
• Tarmac and parking apron
• Expansion of existing access roadway
• Traffic signal onto Heacock Street
• Offsite construction within March ARB
• Perimeter access roadway
• Storm drain system 
• Taxiway reconfiguration and 

realignment
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The Meridian D-1 Project would:
• Provide perimeter force protection fencing.
• Complete the Taxiway G drainage, which will take care of 

the hot pad flooding during a heavy storm event.
• Expand Taxiway G.
• Contribute to the expansion of the Taxiway A to C 

transition.
• Increase landing fees for runway maintenance. 
• Increase landing fees to fund air traffic control tower 

personnel.

PROJECT BENEFITS FOR 
MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE



DRAFT EIR

• The Draft EIR and all the associated documents are available 
for public review at the MJPA at 14205 Meridian Parkway, 
Suite 140, Riverside, CA 92518. 

• The Draft EIR can also be found on the March JPA website 
at: 

https://marchjpa.com/meridian-d1-gateway-aviation-
center-project/ 

• Written comments sent to the MJPA will be responded to in 
the Final EIR.



EIR CONTENTS

Meridian D-1 Draft EIR includes the following sections:
• Executive Summary
• Introduction
• Project Description

- Includes project location, background, objectives, 
proposed project components, and discretionary 
actions

• Environmental Analysis
• Other CEQA Considerations
• Alternatives



EIR CONTENTS – ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

1. Aesthetics
2. Air Quality
3. Biological Resources
4. Cultural Resources
5. Energy
6. Geology and Soils
7. Greenhouse Gas Emissions
8. Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials

9. Hydrology and Water 
Quality

10.Land Use and Planning
11.Noise
12.Transportation
13.Tribal Cultural Resources
14.Utilities and Service 

Systems



EIR PROCESS
Prepare Final EIR, Including 

Responses to Written 
Comments

Prepare Draft EIR                             

Public and Agency Review of Draft EIR 
(45 days | Comment Period ends July 9, 2024)

Review of Responses by 
Commenting Agencies

Technical Advisory Committee 

Prepare Public Notice 
of Draft EIR Availability

= Opportunities for Public Input

Distribute Notice of Preparation
(May 31, 2021 | Completed April 29, 2021)

File Notice of Determination

Public Scoping Meeting
(Completed April 14, 2021)

March Joint Powers Commission Hearing
(To be determined)

We are here

EIR PROCESS
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• Typical Noise 
Levels – Shown 
in Table 3.11-1 
of the Draft EIR 
(p. 479)

• 65 dBA 
equivalence 

NOISE COMPARISON SHEET 
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• Figure 3.11-12 – Baseline plus 
Project noise levels (DEIR p. 
565)
▪ Black dotted line is the 

baseline 65 dBA CNEL Contour
▪ Areas in yellow outside the 

black dotted line represent 
the expanded 65 dBA contour 
due to the Project

• Aircraft noise methodology 
(Dudek)

NOISE
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AIR QUALITY

Six Proposed Mitigation Measures (MM-AQ-1 through MM-
AQ-6 from p.165-169 of the Draft EIR):

1. Construction Management Plan
2. Construction Requirements
3. Improved Energy Efficiency and Water Reduction

- Building Design; Landscape Design; Tenant Agreement 
Requirements

4. Truck Requirements (Building Design; Anti-idling signs)
5. Commute Trip Reduction
6. Additional Air Quality Tenant Requirements
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• As noted in the Notice of Availability (NOA), written 
comments regarding the Draft EIR can be submitted to:

Jeffrey M. Smith, AICP - Principal Planner 
March Joint Powers Authority 

14205 Meridian Parkway, Suite 140 
Riverside, CA 92518 

smith@marchjpa.com

Thank you.

DRAFT EIR COMMENTS
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