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FINDING OF SUITABILITY TO TRANSFER

PARCELS F AND K-i

MARCH AIR FORCE BASE, CALIFORNIA

1. PURPOSE

1.1 The purpose of this Finding of Suitability to Transfer (FOST) is to document
environmentally-related findings and the suitability to transfer for the proposed deed of real
property and any improvements at March Air Force Base (AFB), California, to the March Joint
Powers Authority (Transferee). The property is described in Section 2 below. The property will
be transferred by Deed and its anticipated use will be an endangered species reserve.

1.2 This FOST is a result of a thorough analysis of information contained in the
following documents: (1) the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Disposal and
Reuse of March AFB, dated February 1996; (2) the Basewide Environmental Baseline Survey
(EBS) for March AFB, dated November 1994; (3) EBS Category Update, dated February 1999;
(4) Biological Opinion, dated November 9, 1999; (5) Supplemental EBS (SEBS) for Parcels F
and K-i, dated August 3, 2000; and (6) Visual Site Inspection (VSI) conducted on August 1,
2000.

2. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The property is shown on the March AFB Parcel Map (Atch 1), and is comprised of
approximately 1,300 acres. The property includes the following improvements:

Year of Square
Facility Nomenclature Construction Footage
5022 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5023 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5024 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5025 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5026 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5027 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5028 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5029 Storage Igloo 1953 2,392 2
5030 Storage Igloo 1953 1,218 2
5033 Storage Igloo 1955 1,383 2

5034 Storage Igloo 1955 2,147 2
5035 Storage Igloo 1955 1,047 2
5036 Storage Igloo 1955 2,147 2
5037 Storage Igloo 1955 1,047 2
5038* Water Tank 1956 Unknown 2
5039 Warehouse 1955 5,000 1
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5040 Power Facility 1956 3,012 1

5041 Munitions Shop 1955 1,920 2

5042 Inspection Shop 1956 5,564 1

5043 Guard Station 1956 1,675 1

5044 Equipment Storage 1980 1,965 1

5050 Kennel 1955 2,106 2
5051* Pump Station 1956 178 2

5052 Kennel Building 1986 568 1

5060 Burn Facility 1967 Unknown 4
6601* Storage Tank 1967 Unknown 1

Unknown Recreation Storage Unknown 500 2

*These facilities are part of the water distribution system and will be transferred with the utility
system.

3. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) COMPLIANCE

The environmental impacts of this proposal have been adequately analyzed and disclosed
in accordance with NEPA. These impacts are analyzed in the FEIS. Based on this analyses, the
environmental impacts of proceeding with the Deed transfer are not sufficiently adverse to
human health and the environment to prevent the conveyance of the property.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY

The condition of the property has changed from the condition identified in the EBS.
Based on the February 1999 EBS Category Update, the property is now considered Department
of Defense (DOD) Environmental Condition Categories 1, 2, 3 and 4. Category 1 includes areas
where no release or disposal of hazardous substances or petroleum products has occurred
(including no migration of these substances from adjacent areas). Category 2 includes areas
where only release or disposal of petroleum substances has occurred. Category 3 includes areas
where release, disposal, and/or migration of hazardous substances has occurred, but at
concentrations that do not require removal or remedial response. Category 4 includes areas
where release, disposal, and/or migration of hazardous substances has occurred, and all removal
or remedial actions to protect human health and the environment have been taken.

5. DEED RESTRICTIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS

The environmental documents listed in Section 1.2 were evaluated to identify
environmental factors (Atch 2) which may warrant constraints on certain activities in order to

minimize substantially or eliminate any threat to human health or the environment. Such
constraints typically are embodied as permanent restrictions in the Deed or as specific
notification to the Transferee. The factors that require deed restrictions or specific notifications
are identified in Atch 2 and are discussed below. Refer to the EBS, EBS Category Update,
SEBS, and applicable VSIs for specific information on each resource category.
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The Air Force has determined that the remaining factors listed in Atch 2 pose no threat to
human health or the environment, and therefore, require neither deed restrictions nor
notifications to the Transferee.

5.1 Hazardous Substances Notification

Past activities on the property included disposal of hazardous substances in
undetermined quantities at the former IRP Sites 3, 25, and 40. Disposal occurred during the
years the areas were utilized for landfill operations. A brief description of IRP Sites 3, 25 and 40
can be found below. More detailed information on these sites can be found in Section 3.3.3.1 of
the SEBS, EBS Categoiy Update, and EBS.

Waste at IRP Site 3 included household waste, demolition debris, waste oil,
solvents, thinners, and polychiorinated biphenyl oil. This site was in operation from 1954 to
1974. A regulator approved removal action was completed in January 1996. Approximately
223,200 cubic yards of landfill materials and soils were removed from the site and disposed of in
the consolidated landfill at IRP Site 6.

Waste at IRP Site 40 included drums, battery casings, and construction rubble.
This site was in operation from the mid-1940s until sometime in the 1950s. A regulator
approved removal action was completed in December 1994. Approximately 6,800 cubic yards of
waste was disposed of in the consolidated landfill at IRP Site 6. Approximately 120 tons of
waste materials were transported off-site for treatment/stabilization in Westermoreland,
California.

Past activities at IRP Site 25 included burial of munitions residue. This site was
in operation from the late 1950s until the early 1990s. The site consisted of a detonation pit and
burial trenches. Small-scale munitions disposal was conducted at the site since the 1 950s.
Outdated small arms ammunition, egress items, smoke grenades, starter cartridges, and other
pyrotechnics were deactivated in the detonation pit. Approximately 300 gallons of acetone were
reportedly disposed of at this site. A regulator approved site-specific removal action was
conducted in 1996. Approximately 3,000 cubic yards of waste and affected soils were removed
and disposed of in a consolidated landfill at IRP Site 6.

A hazardous substance notice will be given in the Deed describing the hazardous
substances and the approximate time periods the substances were located at the two former
landfills (JRP Sites 3 and 40) and at the former munitions residue burial location (IRP Site 25)
and the response actions taken as noted above.

5.2 Installation Restoration Program (IRP) and Areas of Concern (AOC)

Four (4) IRP sites, Sites 3, 25, 30 and 40, were located on the property. Removal
actions to protect human health and the environment were taken at three (3) sites - Sites 3, 25 and
40. No hazardous substances were identified at Site 30 and no Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) corrective actions were taken there. The
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Air Force has determined that all remedial actions to protect human health and the environment
have been taken. The determination that all remedial action necessary to protect human health
and the environment have been taken is supported by the MAFB Operable Unit No. 2 Proposed
Plan, September 1997, with concurrence letters from the Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC), August 28, 1997; and California Regional Water Quality Control Board,
September 4, 1997 (Atch 3). The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
determined that all necessary remedial actions have been taken at IRP Sites 3, 25, 30 and 40
(Ref. EPA Parcel(s) F and K-i Letter dated February 3, 2000, Page 1, Comment 2. See Atch 4.).

For the portions of the property to be transferred that include Study Areas U-i, 1;
U-2,i; U-4,1; U-5,1; T-2,i; T-3,i; T-4,1; T-5,i; S-i,i; S-2c,1; Q-1,i; Q-3,1; Q-4,1; Q-7,1; N-
4,1; and R-1,1, the Deed will contain covenants specified in CERCLA Section 120(h)(4), which
provides that any remedial or corrective action found to be necessary after the date of transfer
will be conducted by the United States. The Deed will also reserve a right of access to the
United States and to the State of California to conduct any necessary monitoring, investigation or
response action on the parcels or adjacent property.

For the portions of the property to be transferred that include Study Areas U-3,2;
T-1,2; S-2a,3; S-2b,4; Q-2,3; Q-5,2; Q-6,3; Q-8,3; Q-9,4; N-5,2; and N-8,4, the Deed will
contain the covenant specified in CERCLA Section 120(h)(3), which states that all remedial
action necessary to protect human health and the environment has been taken as well as
providing that any remedial action found to be necessary after the date of transfer will be
conducted by the United States. The Deed will also reserve a right of access to the United States
and to the State of California to conduct any necessary monitoring, investigation or response
action on the parcels or adjacent property.

Covenants will be included in the Deed to ensure that ensure that any response or
corrective actions that are the responsibility of the Air Force, found to be necessary after the date
of delivery of the Deed, will be conducted by the United States. Provisions will also be included
in the Deed to allow the United States access to the property in any case in which any such
response or corrective action is found to be necessary, or where such access is necessary to carry
out the response or corrective action on adjacent property.

5.3 Above Ground Storage Tanks (AST)

ASTs are located on the property. The Transferee will be responsible for
complying with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws relating to the use of these tanks.

5.4 Lead-Based Paint (LBP) — Facilities other than Housing

LBP might be present in facilities other than housing on the property since most of
the facilities were built prior to 1978. The Transferee will be notified through EBS, EBS
Category Update and SEBS of the possible presence of LBP in these facilities. Notice in the
Deed will be provided to the Transferee that the Transferee will be responsible for managing all
LBP and potential LBP in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.
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5.5 Asbestos-Containing Material (ACM)

ACM is located on the property and is in good condition and not damaged or
deteriorated to the extent that it creates a potential source of airborne fibers. Notice will be
provided in the Deed that the Transferee will be responsible for complying with all applicable
Federal, State, and local laws relating to asbestos.

5.6 Sanitary Sewer System (Wastewater)

Certain facilities on the property are connected to a sanitary sewer. The
Transferee will be responsible for submitting any required applications for discharging
wastewater to the sanitary sewer system and for meeting all applicable wastewater discharge
permit standards.

5.7 Threatened and Endangered Species

Threatened or endangered species are present on the property. The Deed will
reference the existence of the species and their regulatory control and, will contain restrictive
provisions assuring that actions taken are in accordance with the Biological Opinion (1-6-99-F-
13) dated November 9, 1999. The Transferee will be responsible for conducting any
consultations and mitigations prior to beginning new construction in endangered species habitat.

5.8 Wetlands

Certain areas of the property are classified as designated wetlands. The Deed will
reference the existence of the wetlands and their regulatory control, and will contain restrictive
provisions assuring that no actions can be taken which would adversely affect those wetlands.
Any property development affecting wetlands will be subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act and State provisions.

5.9 Air Conformity/Air Permits

Air emissions sources are present on the property. The Transferee will be
responsible for obtaining any necessary air emission permits prior to operation of these sources.

6. REGULATORY COORDINATION

The California Environmental Protection Agency and the United States Environmental
Protection Agency were notified on May 14, 1999, of the initiation of the SEBS and FOST and
were invited to participate in preparing the working draft documents. Consolidated draft
documents were provided on June 4, 1999, for formal review and comment. Regulatory
comments (Atch 4) were received on July 29, 1999; September 20, 1999; February 3, 2000;
February 23, 2000; February 28, 2000; March 22, 2000; and March 23, 2000. All comments
were recorded, reviewed, addressed, and incorporated in the document (Atch 5), or addressed as
unresolved comments (Section 7). A revised draft final SEBS and FOST were provided for
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coordination on August 3, 2000. Regulatory support letters were received on August 9, 2000;
August 24, 2000; and August 30,2000.

Based on EPA's review of the EBS Category Update of February 1999, EPA, in
consultation with the State of California, has concurred with the Air Force determination that (1)
the Category 1 Study Areas of Parcels F and K-i are uncontaminated and, therefore, are eligible
for transfer under CERCLA Section 120(h)(4), and (2) the Category 2, 3 and 4 Study Areas of
Parcels F and K-i are eligible for transfer under CERCLA Section 120 (h)(3).

7. UNRESOLVED REGULATOR COMMENTS

All comments provided by the regulators have been addressed and/or incorporated in this
document (see Atch 5). Lead-based paint remains an unresolved issue (see Atch 5, September
20, 1999, EPA comment No. 4).

8. FINDING OF SUITABILITY TO TRANSFER

The deed proposal has been adequately assessed and evaluated for (a) environmental
hazards, (b) environmental impacts anticipated from future use of the property, and (c) adequate
notice of disclosure resources. The future use of this property does not present a current or future
risk to human health or to the environment, subject to inclusion and compliance with the
appropriate deed covenants as addressed above. The property, therefore, is suitable for transfer.

Director
Air Force Base Conversion Agency

Attachments:
1. Site Map
2. Environmental Factors Considered
3. State Regulatory Concurrence Letters
4. Regulator Comments
5. Air Force Response to Regulator Comments
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